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L.B.Vosse, Two postage free money orders sent by Indonesians in Japanese service 
 
     In Van Dieten auction 612 under lot 4048 there was a money order without franking, nor 
cancellation, sent by a native police man, but with a handwritten Palembang 1/5  – ’04 (fig. 1). 
 

 
 1. Unfranked money order from a native police man, Palembang 1/5 – ‘04.  

 
     At the top of the money order we find �ª�Õ�á�¥4‘�}!m�p  = money order sent to Java and 
�«�Ð�º�Û4‘�;  = Sumatra Postal Service. In the lower right corner we see the Palembang 
transit cancel �«�Ð�º�Û �������Ã�Þ �å�Â�å��3û�™�• . From the reverse we see that the money 
order was paid out at Poerworedjo. 
     Further research led to a similar money order in the collection of P.R. Bulterman. It was 
written by the same person, sent the same day, but had the notation that the sender was a 
Heiho (volunteer in the Japanese army, fig. 2). This money order was also paid out. 
     Why were both money orders without franking and not cancelled? In my opinion we are 
dealing with a field post office from which (perhaps only this once) a Heiho could send 
money postage free, as was the case in the Navy occupied area (see “The Postal History of the 
Lesser Sunda Islands, Moluccas, and New Guinea during the Japanese Occupation and 
Immediate Aftermath 1942-1946”, by J.R. van Nieuwkerk, pp. 297/298). 
     Why were both money orders written out by the same person? The police men and Heihos 
were probably analphabetic and the money orders were probably prepared by the postal clerk 
at the field post office. Subsequently they were sent to Palembang for further remittance. 
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2. Unfranked money order from a Heiho, Palembang 1/5 – ‘04. 

 
 


