J.R. van Nieuwkerk, the “CTR geb” mark.

Occasionally we come across Japanese occopstiéonps with a small violet marking
“CTR geb” (1a/4a). Of the six items | have seere fivere from North Celebes (Gorontalo (2),
Kotamobagoe, Menado, Tondano), and one from Koemangimor. All were on money
order fragments and were 20 cent frankings.
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When we look at the fragments more closebeitomes clear that the stamps were affixed
to the reverse of the money order. In 1a we cdlrsse part of the Malay text “BAHAGIAN
BOEAT” and in 3a the Dutch “Plaats voor overdraclibth mean “space for transfer” and,
as can be seen clearly in fig. 5, this is printedie reverse of the pre-war money order form.
This money order form was the most common form ukethg the Japanese occupation, and
was used extensively in 1943.

The “space for transfer” was often utilizedetdend the validity of a money order. At the

top right on the reverse of the form is written Dutch “Geldig gedurende ..... twee
maanden” meaning “Valid in the month of deposit dénel two following months”. Below
this is printed “Termijn van verjaring ..... het neme&an den wissel” which means

“Expiration period two years, to be calculated frone day following the day the money
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order was taken”. While this seems rather confuaimd contradictory, it is not. What it boils
down to is that a money order should be cashedmiitto months from the end of the month
it was taken. If it is not cashed within this pekiohen the validity can be extended for a fee.
In 1943 the fee for extending the validity of a ragrorder was 20 cents. If the money order
still had not been cashed after two years fromdae it was issued, then it expired all
together (i.e. it could no longer be extended).

5 Extension of money order validity

When we look at the other side of the fragmdhb/4b) we see the cancel of the office
where the money was deposited (Kantoor van stQrtifige four money orders in question
were sent from Java, and the first three wereisemid 1943.

In 2b we see that the deposit was made atBajr on 28.6.03, and in 2a we note that the
20 ct stamp is cancelled Menado 18.11.4. This isBaths after the deposit at Soerabaja,
and there is little doubt the 20 cents were paiextend the validity of the money order.

The postal connections between Java and fay géaces in the Navy controlled area such
as North Celebes and Timor were rather poor in 1943, therefore, not surprising that
money orders expired before they arrived and hdaetextended. Such is the case with the
fragments with stamps marked “CTR geb”.

6a CTR geb

Inschryving en Optelling acc

OIR.PWD
6b Inschryving en Optelling accoord 6b Redorg and Addition agreed
Controle Postwisseldienst Control Money Oorder Service

But what does “CTR geb” mean? Shown in 6a@lger administrative marking, namely,
“Inschryving en Optelling acc / CTR.P.WD'This marking was used by the money order
department and stands for “Recording and Additiomext / Control Money Order Service”.
The marking is a control stamp of the money ordepadtment, and documents that the

L CTR.P.WD is the Dutch abbreviation for “ControlesBvisseldienst”.
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recording (inschryving) and totalling (optelling)the money orders had been done correctly
(acc). In addition there are also administrativekimgs “Geboekt” meaning “booked”.

The CTR geb marking is another control markiagd probably stands for “Controle
geboekt”) meaning “Control, booked”. It probably ane that the accounting department of
the money order service has controlled that theresxon fee has been booked. Given we see
the mark on money orders extended on North CelabdsTimor, it must have been applied
at a central head post office. Most likely this Widakasser which was the head post office
for the Navy controlled area.

Two short stories, JR van Nieuwkerk.

One of the nice things about philately is thaé comes across many interesting things.
Sometimes one comes a cross a piece which we inategdrecognize as not been postal, yet
we still find it interesting to discover what itadout. First of all, you never know what it will
lead to. Secondly, you may come across somethingasiin the future and then it is handy
to know what you are looking at. Moreover, one alsviearns something. Such is the case
with two strange pieces | came across recently.

A 10 guilder van Konijnenburg stamp with overprin€ on cover dated 5 21 1.

The Southern Development Bank

When visiting our member Jan Arts some time, dg¢ showed me the above illustrated
cover. It is an envelope franked with a 10 guildan Konijnenburg with an unknown
overprint. The envelope is not addressed and #msts cancelled with an unknown cancel.
Most who have seen this piece were of the opinioat it is some type of philatelic
fabrication, and at first glance it does appeat tiy. But you never know with certainty
until you investigate.

Although this cover does not turn out to kh@oatal item, it is not a fabrication either. The
overprint is the characteC (utsushi) which means copy, and indicates thattiméent of the
envelope is a copy of some original document.,Ithsrefore, quite possible that there also
was an envelope with a stamp overprinteédsei) which means original.

With respect to the cancellation, in the upgEgment it reads 645 U (Nankai Ginko)
which is an abbreviation for %.64$D5 U (Nanpo-Kaihatsu-Ginko) which can be seen in
the under segment of the cancellation. In the meidstgment we see the date 5.21.1.
(January 21, 1945) which is probably the date thegowas “sent”.

The Nankai Ginko was the Southern Developnigsntk which had been founded in
Tokyo on April 1, 1942. As of July 1, 1942, therasva regional head office at Singapore,
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and during 1943 and 1944 the bank expanded to keedbm official central bank in the
Japanese occupied territories of the Dutch EasteshdMalaya, the Philippines, and
Singapore. However, these were mostly adminisgatiianges, as the Yokohama Specie
Bank and Taiwan Ginko were responsible for bringimgney into circulation and controlling
the banks in these areas.

The envelope in question appears to be intecoarespondence of the Southern
Development Bank, and most likely contained a aofpsome type of document.

The Fumizuki Maru

In a recent auction | came across the inteig$tagment shown below. It is franked with
a revalued 20 on 22% c Dutch Indies stamp issuedl9?. Over the stamp is written
Fumizuki Maru, below which we also see the choéki ('60 ). A postal explanation for
this fragment is mystery.

Revalued 20 on 22% ¢ stamp with Fumizuki Maru  The Fumizuki Maru as diving attraction

The Fumizuki Maru was a destroyer built at Enginagata wharf in Japan, and entered
service on July 3, 1926. The stamp was valid utiiil 30, 1930, but if the Fumizuki Maru
called on the Dutch Indies is not known. What we kthow is that it did participate on
February 27, 1942 in the Japanese invasion of \Jast. However, the stamps had by then
been long invalid, and would no longer have beeailalvle at the post office.

A few months after the invasion of Java, thip svas rebuilt, and subsequently took active
part in escorting Japanese troop transports betRabaul and Guadalcanal. On February 17,
1944 it was hit by an American torpedo near Traklgty's Chuuk in Micronesia), where she
sunk later that day. In 1987 the Fumizuki Maru wegiscovered, and today the ship is a
diving attraction.
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